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Dear Colleague,
The subject of our first meeting of 2012 is the Ageing Workforce and Dr Chris Sharpe, Consultant Occupational Physician, and Managing Director of WorkFit UK Limited, is our speaker. 
After the default retirement age (DRA) was abolished on 1 October 2011, employers could find themselves with a new set of challenges managing the sickness absence of an older, more diverse workforce. With no default retirement age, workforces are going to get older and employers will have to adapt their sickness absence strategies.

Chris says the trend in absence is very marked through generations. Older people do tend to take less absence, but it is often linked to formal diseases that can take longer to heal and respond to treatment, so you end up with fewer absences that tend to last longer. Conversely, younger people tend to be absent more often but for shorter periods, and rather than a formal disease, the causes can be psychosocial. 
Directions to Wellcome Trust campus can be found on the attached map. The site is located immediately off the A1301, between Sawston and Grt. Chesterford. Turn into the site from the roundabout and turn immediately left into the small car park outside the Reception building.  Security will sign you in, direct you to the parking area and give directions to the training facility.
For security purposes, please include your company name when replying. 
The meeting will convene from 6.30 pm for a prompt start at 7.00 pm. Refreshments will be available.
Those wishing to attend should please reply to Ian Seng by Monday 9 January
Yours faithfully
Alan Yeo
Honorary Secretary
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I shall be attending the meeting at ……Hinxton……on 12/01/12
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Please return to:
Ian Seng
Health & Safety Advisor 
Wellcome Trust Genome Campus
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E-mail:  ijs@sanger.ac.uk
